
EDC 423: 
8 Big Ideas About 

Teaching 
Comprehension and 

Response in 
Elementary School

1. Understanding 
Reading 

Comprehension  
(Sept. 8-15)

Definitions  

Perspectives 
and Beliefs

Instructional 
Routines

2. Building Your 
Classroom 

Community
(Sept. 20-27)

Supportive 
Teachers

Supportive 
Learning 
Contexts

Fostering 
Motivation 

Through Inquiry

3. Planning Your 
Instruction

(Sept. 29-Oct. 11)

Assessing 
Learners 

Planning and 
Differentiating to Address 
Standards and Big Ideas

Outlining Your 
Lessons 

(Lesson Plan) 

Assessing  
Texts

4. Designing 
Explicit 

Comprehension 
Instruction

(Oct. 13-Oct. 27)

Text Characteristics

Reading Comprehension 
Strategies

Narrative 
Texts

Expository 
Texts

Digital/Online
Texts

5. Facilitating 
Questioning and 

Discussion
(Nov. 1-Nov. 8)

Question-
Answer 

Relationships 
(QAR)

Reciprocal 
Questioning 
(REQUEST)

TextTalk

Reciprocal 
Teaching

Literature 
Circles

Discussion 
Webs

6. Balancing 
Comprehension with 
Other Key Reading 

Components
(Nov. 15 and 22)

Fluency

VocabularyDecoding

7. Designing 
Diverse Response 

Options
(Nov. 29-Dec. 6)

Creative 
Response (Art 

& Music)

Visual Tableaux

Digital 
Response 

(Webquests and 
Podcasts)

8. NOTICING GOOD 
TEACHING 

(NGT Notebook)
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